[Haemostatic defects in venous thromboembolic disease].
The aim of this study was to assess the frequency of haemostatic defects in 78 patients with the history of venous thromboembolic disease. In all patients antithrombin III activity and in 50 of them protein C, in 53-protein S, in 49 activated protein C (APC) resistance, plasminogen, alfa-2-antiplasmin were measured. We found 35 patients with haemostatic defect: 3 patients with decreased protein C activity and one case with decrease of protein C both activity and antigen level; 15 patients with decreaced antithrombin III activity; 7 patients with decreased free protein S antigen level; 5 patients with APC resistance. In 4 patients we found more than one defect; 2 patients had decreased concentration of free protein S and APC resistance, one patient had decreased activity of both antithrombin III and protein C, one patient had decreased antithrombin III activity and free protein S antigen level. Plasminogen and alfa-2-antiplasmin levels were within the normal range. Family studies indicated hereditary thrombophilia in 6 families. Screening for thrombophilia is very important for the optimal prophylaxis and treatment of venous thromboembolic disease.